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INDUSTRY & COMMERCE

Marie Pace iz @ forensic scienfist
with the Mizsizsipps Crime Lab’s
regianal effice in Moridian. She
snbaritied this “Brogeing Rights™
story about her husband, Staff Sgl.
Perry Pace of the Mississippd Aray
National Guard'’s 1855k Aviation
Crrouf, Cowmpany &, af Key Field.

Perry iz q full-time Guardsman
il 26 vears of sdlibary
experience. His civilign fob is also
with Company &, @5 @ civil service
aumploves doing aircrafi
maintenance o the CH-47
heficopters.

He deploved to Balad, Irag, lnst
year gnd was expecied fo relurn
hpme Late Mis monitlh or early in
Mareh. Marie wrafe fhis story in
Jauuary.

By Marie Pace
spacial to The Star

As we po through life and relas
tienships, we tend (o take things
anmd the people we love the most for
granted. Sometimes it takes a sepa-
ration like my huasband and T have
had o endure to make ¥iou irealize
just how special that person is

Perry and [ have been separated
for a year now.

He was activated in January, 204
and reported to Fort Benning, Ga.,
for hiz pre-mobilization, Then in
March, he shipped oul 1o Balad,
Lraq.

[ am =0 prowd of Perry and the
job he s doing serving our countiery,
and 1 have come Lo appreciate him
mere and realize just how special
he iz as o friend, husband and father
io our two children, Lindsey lo, 20,
and Lamce, 15, during this time
apart.

[ have come toorealize that | ook
for granted the litile things Perry
did to help out arcund the house —
until it all fell on me to do. Taking
of f the garbage, helping out in the
kitchen, putting on a lead of
liandrey, keeping the dog fed,
helping with homework, keeping
the vard groomed, running errands,
helping with the Christmas decora-
tions, plumbing and electrical prob-

Getting along without Perry

lems, ete, Just being my companion,
someone fo communicate with,
watch o movie, go owt bo eat,

Update on the children

Perry and my son, Lance, are
best friends and very much out-
doors people. Lance loves to hunt,
fish and play sports. With his dad
gone, it has been a challenge trying
to get Lance fo everyvihing he has
been involved in — Civil Alr Patrol,
footiall, basgeball, hunting {all vear
long ... if it can bBe hunted, he will
hunt it} and fishing.

Thanks to good family support,
especially Paw Paw Harrell Pace,
Unele Mike Pace and Unele Charlie
Hll'l:ll.::'htr Lanee has been able to el
his hunting and fishing in just as if
Tis dadd were here.

Several of Lance's close schoaol
buddies, Tyler Richardson, Jack
Lecper, Josh Denning, MNathan
Divammond, Dillien Morgan and
Phillip Diveley, to name a few, have
been awesome [oo,

Met anly have they and their fum-
ilies  helped  out with  Lance's
extracurricular activities, butl they
have also helped me around the
houge,

Lindsey Jo has been in college
pursuing an associale’s degres
nursing while her dad has been
AWILY.

She has had a Lot of family, friend
and prayver support while accom-
plishing this degree, but she has
been especially thankful for the
words of encouragement she would
receive from her dad via e-mail,
instant message or felephone con-
versalions when she fell down and
discouraged.

Her dad wasn't able (o attend her
graduation, but she graduated on
Dec. 18,

Several of Lindsey Jo's close
friends have provided her with
encouragement  and  support. |
would especially like to thank Mrs.
Sanders, Matt Brown, Jamie
Rodgers, Misty Murray and other
muraing school classmates for all
their encourmgement and support.

FAMILY HUG
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Marie and Perry Pace, center, ars showmn with their children, 20-year-old Lindssy Jo and 15-year-okl Lance. Marie says
Itwing withouwt Perry during his year-long deployment to Irag has been hard; ¥l have come to realize that | took for
grantad the little things Perry did to help owt arcund the howss — until it all f2ll on ma to de.”

Staying in touch

Technology has advanced =0 much
over the past years and it has helped
Perry stay in contact with family on a
regular basis.

We have mailed care packages to
him about ance & month, talked on
the telephone twe or three times a
weel, and sent e-mails and instant
messages. his technology was not
available in the 19708 when Perry
wits in the L5, Marine Corps.

He was deploved several (imes out
to sea (Persian Gulf, Pacific and
Aflantic oceans) on an aircraft car
rier six months at the time. He and |
staved in touch with letiers, which
would take three or four weeks to
arrive. He could call heme from dif-
ferent ports, but it was so expensive
that we limited the phone calls.

Perry finally came home Mow, 19
for his two weeks of B8 K and it was a
fantpstic reunion,

When we met him at the airport,
he didn't et his feet hit the ladder
coming off the airplane — he ran inio
the termingl te hugs and embraces
from family members and boy did he
look awesome! We celebrated the
Thanksgiving and Christmas helidays
ak the same tme since he wouldn't be
home for Chrisimas,

Short-timer

Perry is shoert-timing it now! His
unit is expected to return (o Missis-
sippi anywhere from the middle to
end of February

[ just wani him to know how
much | appreciate him and all he
has done for this country. He has

kept such a positive attitude while
away from home and 1 know thai
has been difficult, Being deployed,
vou are taken away from everything
Elm are accustomet o, Sure, it has

cen difficult en me and the kids, as
well ag other family members, but
wee still have had some normaley to
our lives (our homes, cars, jobs,
fricnds and family).

Honey, by the time this is printed in
The Meridian Star, you will cither be
home or on your way home with Com-
pany G, 185th Aviation Group, and i
will b+ such a time of celebration,

| would ke to say thanks fo my
tamily, friends, coworkers and com-
munity for your confinued support
during this time of separation from
Ferry and your continusd support of
all Guardemen who are serving our
country so prowdly,



